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DONORS FULFILLING 
GRANTS TO PERSONAL 
CHARITABLE INTERESTS

In 2013, The Catholic Foundation 
distributed $6.2 million in grants from both 
the unrestricted Philanthropy Fund, and  

a majority from restricted and donor advised 
funds. Nearly five million dollars in grants from 
restricted and donor advised funds were 
distributed to more than 880 different religious, 
educational and charitable organizations.
 Perhaps the best word to describe a donor 
advised fund at The Catholic Foundation is 
flexibility. Contributions to a fund and 
distributions from a fund can be made at any 
time, in any amount. A donor advised fund  
can be especially useful when a donor might 
wish to benefit from a significant charitable tax 
deduction in a given year but wish to extend 
gifts to various charities over several years.
 Other characteristics distinguish donor 
advised funds from grants made twice a year  
by the board of trustees from the unrestricted 
Philanthropy Fund, which tends to focus on 
the Diocese of Dallas and many Catholic 
organizations, particularly schools and 
churches. Grants recommended by donors from 
their donor advised funds can benefit local 
Catholic organizations, but many also support 
qualified secular nonprofits and can have a 
broader geographic focus. A donor advised 
grant may also be gifted anonymously if the 
donor requests to do so and may also be 
designated for a specific purpose requested  
and described by the donor.

Examples where donors give for a specific 
purpose:
•   A grant was recommended to support the 

Catholic Medical Mission Board (CMMB), 
a 102-year-old, New York-based nonprofit 
dedicated to improving global health care 
for the world’s poor. The grant targeted a 
program to aid Haitian amputees and a new 
effort called CHAMPS to address maternal 
and child death, disability and illness in 
Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Grants from the same donor advised fund 
also support the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Collin County and Catholic Answers Live,  
a daily, two-hour radio program based in 
California and carried by Catholic stations 
across America.

•   HELPS International, a Dallas-based 
organization committed to improving the 
lives of people in the developing world, 
particularly Guatemala, received several 
grants recommended from a donor advised 
fund. The grants have benefited medical 
missions, development of a high-yielding 
hybrid corn seed suitable for high altitudes, 
water purification systems, and a safe, 
efficient stove. Those same donors have 
recommended grants to Our Lady of the 
Lake Catholic Community near their 
summer home in Missouri, and to the 
Sheridan Carroll Food Pantry in Chicago.

•   Still other donor advised funds at the 
Foundation provided support to 
organizations such as the Dallas Chapter  
of the Juvenile Diabetes Research Fund and 
Christian Community Action, a Lewisville 
nonprofit involved in nutrition, health care 
and education for the poor. Catholic 
organizations receiving grants recommended 
by donor advised funds include Franciscan 

University in Steubenville, Ohio, St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Gainsville, Texas, the 
Congregation of Divine Providence in San 
Antonio, Texas, and the Benedictine Sisters 
in Jonesborough, Arkansas, to name a few. 

 Channeling charitable donations through  
a donor advised fund is a convenient alternative 
to making gifts directly to individual 
organizations, according to one donor. “It’s 
much easier to donate appreciated stock to  
The Catholic Foundation rather than giving 
stock to individual causes. The Foundation 
takes care of the administrative details.”
 At The Catholic Foundation our donors’ 
individual interests and passions are very 
unique. We work with donors and their 
families to achieve individual philanthropic 
goals that, taken together, reflect the diverse 
generosity of the community and the rich 
variety of spiritual and financial gifts possible. 
 To learn more about how a donor advised 
fund could help you meet your charitable  
goals, please call The Catholic Foundation  
at 972-661-9792. \

HELPS International official: Team Dallas Medical 08,  
led by Dr. Steven and Mrs. Alicia Harris – helping install 
an ONIL stove.

CMMB amputee program: Families in Haiti receive much 
needed medical attention through an amputee program  
established by the Catholic Medical Mission Board. 
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